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The Air Quality Scotland Website.



Web Site Launched April 2nd 2007



Database Updates & Site Information

• New sites are added to the database once 
agreement is reached with the local authorities.

• Site photos are added as soon as AEA visit, or they 
are provided by the local authority.

• Updates to the AURN sites are made as required 
(e.g. new PM instruments and/or site/instrument 
changes.)

• Ratified data (or any improved provisional data) load 
automatically to the web site from AEA’s data 
management software.

• Statistics are automatically recalculated every night:

– Daily, Monthly & Annual Means etc.

– All exceedence statistics

• New sites are automatically added into the daily e-
mail bulletins.

• Site locations can be “fine-tuned” by local authorities 
using the Site Location Tool.



Many new sites have been added during the contract

December 2007 March 2010



Reminder - Air Quality Bulletins by E-mail

• Users can register on the web site at 

http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/bulletin_reg.php

• You can choose to receive a bulletin by e-mail at any 

time of the day

– Latest hour.

– 24-hour summary.

– Including forecast.

– All Scotland or just your local area.

• Choose to receive all the time, or just if the 

measurements or forecast are moderate/high.

• Simple graphs are linked to the site/pollutant lists in 

the bulletin.

http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/bulletin_reg.php




Currently only a Limited Number of Subscribers

• 17 in total from:

• AEA

• Scottish Government

• SEPA

• South Lanarkshire

• Falkirk

• Aberdeen

• Edinburgh

• Renfrewshire

• Glasgow

• Netwidecomputing (probably just an individual)



Website Hits - http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/cgi-bin/awstats.pl

200720082009



Database Downloads
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New Developments this Year

• Website for PDAs & mobiles

• Low graphics version for dial-up MODEM or other 

slow internet-access users.

• Know and Respond SMS Air Quality Alert Service  

(in progress).

• Link to SPRI Database (in progress).

• Text on the data ratification process added.



Website for PDAs and Mobiles - Information

http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/mobile-services.php



Website for PDAs and Mobiles – Live Pages

http://www.scottishairquality.co.uk/mobile



Low Graphics Website Version



Low Graphics Website Version



Low Graphics Website Version



Know & Respond Information Page



Know & Respond Sign-Up Page







Air Quality Trends for Scotland.
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Ozone Trends
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PM10 Trends
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Pollution Episodes.



Particulates, March 18th to 22nd 2009

• Long-range transport 

from Europe.



Particulates, March 18th to 22nd 2009

Ten monitoring stations recorded 3 or 4 days with 

exceedences of the 50 ug/m3 daily PM10 standard



Saharan Dust and Smoke April 15th – 20th.

• Several sites recorded exceedences of the 50 ug/m3 standard.
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Glasgow Centre
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Grangemouth
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Saharan Dust and Smoke, April 2009.



SO2 from the Sarychev Volcanic Eruption?

• This volcano erupted 
spectacularly on June 
12th.

• The SO2 plume was 
tracked by satellite 
instruments across the 
North Atlantic towards 
the UK on June 25th.



SO2 peaks were recorded across Scotland 

at about the same time as the plume arrived

• But they were also near to significant known ground-based SO2

sources and the meteorology was favourable for plume-grounding.
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Bonfire Night 2009

• A number of sites around the Greater Glasgow region recorded 

Moderate to Very High PM10 on November 5th. Wind speeds were low.

• Glasgow Green Fireworks:

• “Glasgow’s infamous and 

spectacular musical fireworks 

display.

• More than 50,000 explosions 

were set to music, with the 

timing almost perfect, and the 

biggest shells in the UK being 

fired up into the night sky.”



Bonfire Night 2009

12 sites Moderate PM10, 1 High and 1 Very High.
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Glasgow Abercromby Street
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Glasgow Waulkmillglen Reservoir
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March 2010 Particulate Episode

• During the period 28 Feb – 4 March 2010, thirteen air quality monitoring 

stations in Scotland recorded moderate or higher concentrations of PM10

• Only one site was part of the 

AURN, the rest were LA sites.

• All roadside or kerbside sites.

• Wind speeds were low.

• No increases in rural 

background measurements to 

indicate any long-range 

transport of pollutants.



March 2010 Particulate Episode



Standard images are available on the intranet

For more specific images please contact Matthew Hart

For PowerPoint help please contact Elizabeth Leishman

Any Questions?

Paul Willis   

paul.willis@aeat.co.uk

0870 190 6602


